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Administration Information  

Official Name: Warwick East State School 

Location: Fitzroy Street, Warwick  Q  4370 

Postal Address: PO Box 384 
  Warwick  Q  4370 

Telephone: (07) 4660 5888 

Fax: (07) 4660 5800 

Email: admin@warweastss.eq.edu.au 
 

Principal: Mr Warren Elder 

Acting Deputy Principal / Head Of Special Education Services: Mrs Mary Young  

Administration:  Mrs Leigh Hobson Ms Wendy Worssell 

Chaplain: Mrs Amanda Northduft 

 

Teachers: Mr Marty Harris Mrs Yvonne Walters   
 Mrs Imelda Bacon Mr Trevor Nelson 
 Mr Neil Burley Mrs Marian Cirson 
 Mr Michael Sullivan Mrs Nerida Eastwell 
 Mrs Heather Moore Mrs Terrie McVeigh 
 Mrs Julie Salmon Miss Tina Kemp 
 Mrs Chontelle Bruton Mrs Dianne Butwell 
 
Specialist Teachers: Mrs Joanne Milward  Learning Support & Key Teacher 
 Mrs Maria Malone  Special Education Teacher 
 Mrs Jill Cumming  Special Education Teacher 
 Mr Robin Rayner  Computer Technology / Library 
 Mr Phil Willing  Physical Education Teacher 
 Mrs Rosemary Taylor  Classroom Music Teacher 
 Mrs Heidi Thompson LOTE Teacher 
 Mr Mike Spiller  Instrumental Music Teacher – Strings 
 Mr Keith Waples  Instrumental Music Teacher Brass/Woodwind 
 Mr Bruce Eddiehausen Instrumental Music Teacher Brass/Woodwind 
 Ms Tracey Mekitarian  Advisory Visiting Teacher – Autism Spectrum 

Disorder 
 Mrs Anna Hollindale  Speech Language Pathologist 
 Mrs Chris Fink Guidance Officer 
 Mr Andrew Jones Behaviour Management 
 Mr John McNeil Behaviour Management 

Teacher Aides: Primary: 
 Mrs Rebecca Smith Mrs Meredith Derrick  
 Mrs Lyndal Haidley Mrs Joann Guy 
 Mrs Kym Kilpatrick Mrs Corin Donges (casual) 
 Mrs Suzann Woodrow (casual) 
 Mr Phil Stiles (casual) 

 Special Education: 
 Mrs Julie Small Mrs Kate Locke   
 Mrs Anne Lyons Mrs Sue Freebody 

Cleaning Staff: Mrs Raylene Berg Mrs Lyn Jenner 

Schools Officer: Mr Laurie Taylor 

Crossing Supervisors:  Mrs Kay Neave Mrs Denise Cowell 

Office Hours 
8:00am – 3:45pm 
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A Message from the Principal 
 
Welcome to Warwick East State School, one of Warwick's finest learning environments. 
Warwick East has an excellent reputation for nurturing self-belief that brings out the hero in all 
of our students. 

We believe that a child's education begins in the home and is continued as a partnership 
between the school and the home. Our task in education is to provide your children with real 
life, engaging, challenging, intellectually demanding and individualised learning experiences 
that actively empowers them to develop a passion for lifelong learning - Everyday, Everyone is 
Living to Learn and Learning to Live. 

Warwick East has been delivering strongly on its motto of “Only the Best is Good Enough” 
since 1850 and although strong in tradition, we look to the future with respect to responding to 
the needs of our students and our community. 

We look forward to working with you and your children to deliver their dreams and aspirations. 

 
Warren Elder 
Principal 

 

Our School at a Glance  
Situated in the eastern suburbs of Warwick on the Condamine River, our school provides a co-
educational education from Prep to Year 7 for around 339 students from Warwick as well as the 
surrounding rural area. These students comprise of 40 enrolments in Prep, 299 Primary, of 
which 25 are students with disabilities. 

The Warwick East State School facilities are comprised of Primary, Special Education Unit and 
Prep facilities on one campus. 

The school has a long history dating back to 1850, making it the oldest school in Queensland. 
The National School Building, one of the original buildings is heritage listed. 

Classrooms are a mix of new modular rooms as well as refurbished rooms in older buildings. A 
Special Education Unit caters for students with disabilities. A purpose built Prep building was 
completed in 2006 heralding a new era of education with the Prep year. 

The resource centre houses the school's library collection as well as a lab of computers. Other 
hubs of computers are located in the middle and upper school classrooms with all classes 
having access to computers in their room. 
Internet access is provided to all 
classrooms. 

Warwick East is situated on picturesque, 
spacious grounds that include extensive 
playground equipment under shade, 
spacious playing fields, practice cricket 
pitch, multi-purpose court, tennis practice 
board and an undercover play/learning 
area that was completed in 2008. 
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Learning 
Our curriculum has a central focus for high levels of literacy and numeracy. Integrated Studies 
is used to provide real life and challenging learning experiences that encompass the essential 
syllabus areas of Health, Science, Study of Society and the Environment, Technology and The 
Arts. Integrated Studies provides an application arena for demonstration of literacy and 
numeracy outcomes. The curriculum areas of Physical Education, Music and Japanese are 
serviced by specialist teachers with a staff member providing specific support for the 
integration of Information and Communication Technology within learning experiences. 

In addition to these curriculum offerings, students with disabilities access specific programs 
including active learning, adaptive living skills and specific student outcomes detailed in 
Individual Education Programs. 

The distinctive features within this design are: 

·  Learning experiences that are relevant, inclusive, flexible, intellectually challenging and 
innovative; 

·  Focuses on a problem based curriculum where students investigate to identify, explore and 
solve real life issues in their local area; 

·  Empowering students to become active life long learners; 

·  Information and Communication Technologies used as an integrating tool that enhances the 
learning process; 

·  A values education approach to managing student behaviour; 

·  Assessment and reporting that is constructive, is focused on what the students know and can 
do and where the criteria for assessment are shared with the students; and 

·  Education adjustments are made for students with disabilities and specific learning needs 
throughout all classes. 

In addition to this formal curriculum our students: 

·  Participate in a regular interschool sport program with schools in Warwick, Killarney and 
Allora; 

·  Are regularly selected in Zone and District Sporting Teams; 

·  Undertake National Competitions in Mathematics, Science and English;  

·  Have access to regular sports coaching during lunch hours; 

·  Participate in a highly acclaimed instrumental music program which boasts a strings band, 
stage band and concert band; 

·  Participate in a School Choir which performs at local events; 

·  Are involved in a leadership program to enhance their personal development and their 
contribution to our school and local community; and 

·  Access an outdoor education program in the senior years through Tallebudgera Camp 
School;  

Students with disabilities participate in Hydrotherapy, Community Access and Riding for 
Disabled programs. 
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STRIVE 
The social climate of our school is especially important to us. Our managing behaviour program 
is based on a set of shared values (STRIVE Code) that is integral to living and learning in our 
school community. The approach aims to assist students in becoming responsible thinkers and 
doers who aim to ‘balance up’ the consequences of behaviour choices to achieve what they 
want in a socially acceptable manner. External surveys of students and parents attest to this 
approach improving the inclusive and socially just climate of the school. 

Enrichment Program 
For 2008-2010, Education Queensland has released its new Gifted and Talented Policy.  
Teachers have identified high achieving students in English and Maths.  These students have 
been ability grouped for various activities and completed challenging activities within the 
regular classroom. 

In 2008 Year 7 students participated in the “Readers Challenge” conducted by the High School.  
Our team of four placed a well-deserved third overall. 

In Term 3 an Enrichment Program focusing on Science was run for selected Year 5 and 6 
students on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons, 2:00 – 3:00pm.  It is envisaged that the 
Enrichment Program will continue with different students and different focus areas eg. Drama.  
Classroom teachers will continue to challenge, enrich and extend students developing interests 
and abilities. 

Parents and the Community 
Our community actively participates in the school through attendance at monthly Parents and 
Citizens meetings, tuckshop, fundraising and classroom/co-curricula activities. Weekly 
newsletters, scheduled student-teacher interviews and regular contact enable the partnership in 
the endeavours of the student to be very fruitful. 

96% of our parents are satisfied that our school is a good one with 82.1% of parents satisfied 
that their child is getting a good education at our school. 

 

Information for Parents 

Absences and Late Arrivals 
Students who have been absent must bring a note explaining their absence to their class teacher 
the following day.  If, after 5 days of absence, the school has not been contacted regarding the 
absence, official compulsory attendance procedures will commence. 

Students who arrive at school after 9:00am must report to the office.  A decision is then made as 
to whether the late arrival is authorised or unauthorised, so please bring your child, or at least 
send a note or phone to explain their lateness. 

Attendance 
Attendance at school is the biggest single factor in determining your child’s progress at school. 
Accordingly, we encourage your child’s attendance. Please ensure your child attends school 
regularly and does not miss school unnecessarily.  
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Behaviour 
Warwick East School community is committed to provisions that ensure all of our students 
have a right to and receive a quality education. 

Our aim is to create the conditions for each learner to progress towards responsible self-
management, whilst learning about how and why people behave the way they do. Because we 
focus on catering for individual differences, we realise that all children will move towards this 
goal at their own pace and that they will also have individual needs along the way. 

The use of a non-coercive approach that builds relationships, encourages self-evaluation and 
focuses on quality is evident in all we do. 

At Warwick East State School, we strive to support students to achieve their best in our 
academic, social, cultural and sporting programs, guiding them to fulfilling experiences, while 
preparing them for the future.  

Everyday, Everyone is Living to Learn and Learning to Live 

By the time they leave us, we want our learners to be:  

·  Happy confident self-managed individuals; and 

·  Socially responsible citizens. 

 

School beliefs about behaviour and learning 
 

At Warwick East, we base our operation on the following beliefs about behaviour and learning: 

·  education is a life-long process; 

·  children learn at different rates; 

·  students, parents and teachers are part of a team; 

·  children have the capacity for both appropriate and inappropriate behaviour, and that they 
function best when clear guidelines are established;  

·  through guidance, direct teaching and learning from experiences, students can learn to self 
manage their behaviour; and 

·  the purpose of discipline is to establish and manage the education of students as well as to 
maintain positive relationships with others. 

 

 

These beliefs operate effectively in a supportive school environment where: 

·  all members feel safe and are valued; 

·  quality curriculum programs, interpersonal relationships and the organisation of the school 
produce worthwhile social and academic outcomes for all; 

·  non-discriminatory, non-violent and equitable actions are practised and reinforced; 

·  school policy reflects both proactive steps to encourage self worth and self discipline, and 
reactive procedures to deal with various situations that may arise;  and 

·  through a graduation of procedures, all avenues of management are employed prior to the 
use of suspension and exclusion. 
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This school aims to provide an environment that maximises the educational opportunities and 
outcomes for all students by endeavouring to ensure that learning and teaching: 

·  responds to the needs of all;  

·  fosters full participation; 

·  achieves effective outcomes; 

·  provides equal opportunity for all; 

·  occurs within a framework of accountability; 

·  promotes socially acceptable behaviour as the norm of all school members;  and 

·  continually improves through reflection and review of practices and procedures. 

 

 

 

 

Processes for facilitating standards of behaviour a nd responding to 
unacceptable behaviour 
 

 

 

Whole-school behaviour support 
Our STRIVE Code of Behaviour underpins our whole school approach to the provision of a 
safe and supportive learning environment. 

The STRIVE Code emphasises the values of Safety, Tolerance, Respect, Inter-relationships, 
Vitality and Excellence to develop a whole school culture that: 

·  develops a supportive and more productive school environment for all students and staff; 

·  assists students to develop a positive self-esteem through getting to know and understand 
themselves better; and 

·  assists students and the community to develop a more productive means to determine 
appropriate human responses to real-life situations. 

Whole-School Behaviour Support (100% of students) 

Intensive Behaviour Support  

  Targeted Behaviour Support  
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The following strategies are used for commending acceptable behaviour: 

·  Each Monday on parade (for the whole school) the Principal awards any class with a 
certificate (as nominated by class teachers), which has achieved a good behaviour record for 
the previous week.  Exceptional circumstances will apply when one child’s behaviour 
(specifically warranting suspension/Individual Behaviour Support Plan) is repeatedly the 
only reason for the class missing out on a whole class reward. Classes may accumulate 
several certificates during the school term. 

·  Each week, class teachers nominate a student for the STRIVE Award. These students are 
presented with a badge and certificate, outlining the reason for their nomination, on parade 
each Monday. 

·  All students start each term with 100 merit points. At the completion of each school term, 
the Principal awards a Certificate for every child in the school who has maintained 85 points 
or more. Points are deducted for various situations (detentions ten demerit points, written 
warnings five demerit points, use of buddy three demerit points). Cumulative points are 
allowed (eg. three points buddy and five points written warning equalling eight points). 
Students who receive a Certificate also participate in the Behaviour Recognition reward for 
the term, which is decided in consultation with the student council, parents and teachers. 
Students may earn bonus points throughout the term at the discretion of the Principal and 
the teaching staff.  

·  In consultation with the Principal each class teacher develops a behaviour management plan 
specific to class composition and year level.  Each teacher has a series of positive 
recognitions that are stated in their individual class behaviour management plan, as 
discussed with parents at the initial yearly class meetings. Codes of Behaviour are displayed 
in classrooms.   

·  Positions of responsibility are awarded annually – School Captains, House Captains and 
Student Council Members. 
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The following strategies are used to promote acceptable behaviour: 

·  The STRIVE Code of Behaviour will be promoted within the whole school community. 

·  The explicit teaching of structured social skills based on each of the STRIVE words 
throughout all year levels  - Safety, Tolerance, Respect, Inter-relationships, Vitality and 
Excellence – twice each per year. 

·  Developing appropriate individual programs for specific students as required - Individual 
Behaviour Management Plan (IBMP). 

·  Positive liaison between parents, school staff and behaviour management personnel. 

·  Personal counselling with guidance personnel. 

·  Opportunities for counseling with our School Chaplain. 

·  Providing “Positive Parenting Program” nights. 

·  “Hands – On” Prep Program for Parents. 

 

Targeted behaviour support 
Due to the size of Warwick East State School, it is important to recognise that all staff are 
involved in the support of students who may need more targeted behaviour support. Contact is 
made between the students and the members of staff every day, in the playground, the 
classrooms and in the local community. Staff Meetings and Special Needs Meetings are used to 
identify students who may require targeted support, and a team approach is used to formulate 
and record strategies for implementation. Parents/caregivers are involved in the support through 
the classroom teacher. 

 

Strategies used for targeted behaviour support include:  

·  curriculum adjustment 

·  verbal and non-verbal communication 

·  communication with the school community 

·  added responsibilities. 

 

 

Consequences for unacceptable behaviour 
 
At Warwick East State School, all students who are considered to be “seriously at risk” of 
significant educational underachievement due to their inappropriate behaviours are supported 
using a proactive problem solving approach.    

The following strategies are used to respond to unacceptable behaviour: 

·  Reminder of specific STRIVE Code of Behaviour and consequences 

·  Cooling Off Time – using the Thinking Chair   

·  Buddy System - Withdrawal to Buddy Teacher to complete the age appropriate Behaviour 
Plan for Buddy System 
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·  Return to class – Written Warning (WW) or Detention (D) for continued breach of Code of 
Behaviour (see Appendix 1 for Minor and Major breaches) - Phone call to parents 
informing of breach and action taken.  

·  A WW or D may be given by any teacher or teacher-aide at any time in any place. 
Following a breach of the Code of Behaviour, students will be excluded from excursions, 
Friday afternoon sport and representative sport, and any position of responsibility may be 
withheld, at the discretion of the Principal. After 3 lunch time detentions parents are 
contacted to discuss students being in the lunch time social skills group (Refer to Section on 
Detentions for details). 

·  Referral to Education Queensland Support Personnel to develop and review Individual 
Behaviour Support Plan (IBSP) – with Guidance Officer, Behaviour Management Personnel  

·  Suspensions/Exclusions (as per Departmental Policy)  

 
 

The network of student support  
A functional analysis approach to assessing behavioural problems is adopted involving a 
systems approach that looks at the ‘whole’ child.  It covers such areas as:  

Case Management:  

The case manager for each student who is identified as “seriously at risk” should be the class 
teacher. However a support team approach is adopted with staff working collaboratively.  
Students who are considered to be at risk and have experienced an array of severe management 
strategies, such as suspension or exclusion, should proceed through a systematic assessment 
procedure. This may include:  

·  collation of data which gives an overview of (a) problematic behaviours and (b) 
consequences implemented i.e. detentions, suspensions etc 

·  referral for discussion at the school special needs meeting 

·  referral to Guidance Officer for assessment and preliminary behavioural support  

·  referral to Behaviour Support Teacher for consultation or support 

·  full team collaboration to undertake a functional behavioural assessment and develop an 
Individual Behaviour Support Plan.  

Strategies used will be preventative, supportive and/or corrective. 

Preventative – the action taken to prevent or minimise unnecessary disruption. This may 
include effective learning and teaching practices, classroom organisation, positive modelling 
and the use of appropriate content and curriculum material. 

Supportive – the action taken to employ support for the student and teacher. This may mean 
strategies teachers put in place to assist students or it may mean additional support from other 
staff in the school for the teacher and student. 

Corrective – the actions teachers take when disruptive behaviour occurs. This includes positive 
correction strategies outlined in the Individual Behaviour Support Plan.  

All behaviour that is contrary to school and classroom procedures will be managed based on the 
individual/s involved. Parents of the child/children involved will be informed of major breaches 
of behaviour and consequences will be developed based on individual circumstances. 
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Consideration of individual circumstances  
Consequences for breaking the rules or breaching the school’s Responsible Behaviour Plan for 
Students vary according to a number of factors that may include: 

·  Age of the child 

·  Previous behaviour record 

·  Severity of the incident 

·  Amount of reliable evidence 

·  Degree of provocation 

·  Intent of the action 

·  Honesty and perceived level of genuine remorse. 

To ensure alignment with the Code of School Behaviour when applying consequences, the 
individual circumstances and actions of the student and the needs and rights of school 
community members will be considered at all times. 

 

 

 

 

Dress Code  

Policy 

At Warwick East State School the wearing of the Uniform is strongly encouraged as it develops 
School pride, gives our students a sense of identity and conforms with our Schools accreditation as 
a Sun Smart School.  It is expected that each student will attend school appropriately dressed with 
name marked clearly on apparel. 

 

Expectations 

·  As a Sun Smart School a broad brimmed hat (minimum of 7cm wide brim) or a legionnaires cap 
is to be worn at all times when at play. 

·  It is preferred that all children have a brown WESS hat.  No hat no play. 

·  Students without hats will remain seated under Block “B” during play times. 

·  This will be strictly enforced. 

 

School Uniforms must also be worn on the following occasions: 

·  Friday sports teams 

·  Representative athletic carnivals 

·  Excursions 

·  Official duties 

·  If the uniform is not worn participation in that activity is prohibited. 

 

Students are not to wear, or bring to school, the following items: 
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Jewellery, apart from signet rings, religious necklace and medical bracelets.  Any jewellery item 
may be requested to be removed by a teacher if it is considered to be unsafe for the activity. 

·  Makeup / nail polish 

·  Spray Deodorant except under special conditions. 

·  Tattoos 

·  Clothing that exposes the shoulders and midriff 

·  Swimmers two piece 

·  Caps 

·  Thongs / sandals / high heels 

(unless they have the permission of their Teacher and the Principal) 

Booklists 
Individual student year level booklists will be available from the school office from November 
each year. 

The P & C coordinates booklist orders as a fundraising venture and a service to parents.  
Payment for the books is to be made on or before collection days.  For new enrolments, copies 
of the booklist are available at the office.  Students on Learning Support Programs will be 
notified of individual requirements by the teachers at the beginning of the school year. 

Buses 
Queensland Transport provides transport for some children to Warwick East and surrounding 
schools.  While using these services, children have to be well behaved and polite.  In cases of 
continued willful and persistent misconduct, the service can be withdrawn from that particular 
child by the bus company through consultation with Queensland Transport.   

Any child who resides more that 3.2 km from the school (if under 10 years) or more than 4.8 
km (if 10 or over) is eligible to use these transport services.  An Individual Bus Travel 
Agreement Form is signed by the students and parent/caregiver at the commencement of each 
school year or as soon as students utilise this service.  Please note the Transport Department has 
the final responsibility regarding behaviour of students using this service. 

Bus services to this school include:  Willowvale, Junabee, Freestone, Killarney, Allora, 
Warwick City and Wildash.bus 

 

Contacting Teachers 
Parents who wish to discuss their children’s educational progress are encouraged to arrange an 
appointment with the teacher concerned. 

If the concern is minor, the staff would appreciate it if you need to contact them, leave a 
message with the office staff, and will get back to you when they are available. The morning 
preparation time is vital for teachers to prepare the day’s learning experience. Interruptions, no 
matter how small, can interfere with the day’s teaching program. 

Dental Van  
This is a facility available to the students of this school.  The mobile van visits Warwick East 
School bi-annually, however students have access to it when it is elsewhere in the district.  
Phone numbers are 4661 6893 Warwick Hospital and Mobile Dental Van 0407 631 439. 
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Enrolments 
Our school caters for Primary School children only. This includes students from Prep to Year 7.  
Prep enrolments are accepted for children who turn five by 30 June in the year of enrolment.  
Parents need to present a birth certificate or similar document as proof of age of their children.  
Admission of children into other grade levels requires a birth certificate and transfer from the 
previous school attended. 

 

Excursions 
At the commencement of the school year, all parents/caregivers are requested to complete a 
permission form that covers students’ participation in cultural performances, inter-school 
sports, and other excursions of less than half a day duration. Courtesy notes will be sent home 
to inform parents of these events. 

For excursions longer than half a day, special permission and medical forms are required. 

 

Hours 
Daily Routine: Session 1 8:50 am to 10:50 am 

 Morning Tea 10:50 am to 11:00 am (in classroom) 

 Morning Tea break 11:00am to 11:20 am 

 Session 2 11:20 am to 1:00 pm 

 Lunch 1:00 pm to 1:50 pm 

 Session 3 1:50 pm to 3:00 pm 

Fruit Break: Every morning students will participate in a fruit break at approximately 
10.00am.  Students are required to bring a piece of fresh fruit. 

Before School: It is requested that students do not arrive at school before 8:00 am. Typically 
students arrive at school between 8:30 am and 8:50 am. Students who must 
arrive early (between 8:00 am and 8:25 am) must remain seated under Block 
B. 

 No Play 8:00 am to 8:25 am 

 Play time 8:25 am to 8:50 am 

After School: Students need to clear the school grounds as soon after 3:00pm as possible. 
Students catching buses are supervised in the bus area at the front of the 
school. 

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 3:45 pm 
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Headlice 
Parents have the prime responsibility for the detection and treatment of head lice on their 
children. 

Responsibilities of Principal: 
·  Distribute school procedures and information on the control, detection and treatment of 

head lice to parents and staff at the beginning of the school year or more frequently if 
required; 

·  Inform parents/caregivers of the school’s reasonable expectation that: 
o Parents will regularly inspect their child’s head to detect the presence of lice or lice 

eggs; and 
o When infestation is suspected, inspect all household members and treat them if 

required. 
·  Advise parents to be vigilant, particularly during periods of heavy lice infestation; 
·  Implement classroom organisation and teaching programs, as well as guidelines for play, 

that minimise head-to-head contact during outbreaks of head lice; and  
·  Support parents through practical advice and a sympathetic attitude to avoid stigmatising 

families who have difficulty complying with control measures. 
 
Responsibilities of Parents: 
·  Regularly inspect their child’s head to detect the presence of lice or lice eggs; 
·  Ensure that their children do not attend school with untreated head lice; and 
·  Notify the school if their child is affected, and advise when treatment has begun. 

Illness 
We are unable to look after sick children at school. Parents are requested not to send students 
who are already unwell. 

Students who are injured or become unwell at school will be sent home if there is a parent or 
other adult at home able to care for them.  Medical opinion may be sought or an ambulance 
called if parents cannot be contacted. This makes it imperative that the information on the 
student’s admission form is updated regularly (especially addresses, telephone numbers and 
name of preferred doctor). 

Lost Property 
Unfortunately, it is inevitable that children will “lose” things at school.  Parents/caregivers are 
asked to ensure that all articles of clothing and equipment are clearly marked with your 
child’s name.   

Any lost property is placed in a cupboard outside the school office.  Please leave the cupboard 
tidy if you have to search for articles of clothing.   

At the end of each term, clothes will be displayed underneath the school building. Please take 
the time to look through these for missing items.  Clothes left at the end of the year are washed 
and taken to the school’s second hand sale or given to a worthy charity. 

Lunch Leavers 
Children should remain at school for lunch.  However if you want your child to go home for 
lunch then a permission note will have to be signed. Children are to report to the Office to 
check out and in on the ‘Lunch Leavers’ Roll. This practice will ensure safety of children as 
they move to and from the school grounds. 
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Medication 
Education Queensland Regulations require that, before medication is administered by staff the 
following conditions must be satisfied: 

Strict procedures have been developed by the Queensland Government regarding prescription 
and over-the-counter medication in schools.  Our school is committed to working closely with 
parents and students to highlight the risk of students misusing these medications. 

All parents/caregivers must: 

·  Notify our school in writing of a health condition requiring medication at school 

·  Request in writing if school staff are to administer medication or assist in the management 
of a health condition – forms available from the office. 

·  Notify our school in writing of any requests and/or guidelines from medical practitioners 
including potential side effects or adverse reactions. 

·  Provide the medication in the original labeled container to the nominated staff member. 

·  Ensure the medication is not out of date and has an original pharmacy label with the 
students name, dosage and time to be taken 

·  Notify our school in writing when a change of dosage is required.  This instruction must be 
accompanied by a letter from a medical practitioner. 

·  Advise our school in writing and collect the medication when it is no longer required at 
school. 

Records of medication and parental forms are kept in the office for the year and filed each year. 

Only medication which has been prescribed by a medical practitioner and supplied by a 
pharmacist with instructions on the medication container can be administered to children.  
(Non-prescribed oral medication, eg, Panadol, analgesics, cough mixtures and the like cannot 
be administered). 

 

Mobile Phones 
If a student has to bring a mobile phone to school for emergency parent contact after school 
then it must be handed in at the office before 9:00am and then collected at 3:00pm. 

Consequences of Breach if phones are found at school: 

1. The teacher or other staff member will confiscate the mobile phone. 

2. The phone will be handed in to the office, where it will be kept safe. 

3. For minor breaches the phone may be collected by a parent/guardian – students 
will not be allowed to pick up the phone after school. 

4. For significant breaches, an interview with the parent/guardian will be organised. 

5. If mobile phones are used to bully and intimidate other students the owner of the 
phone will be dealt with according to the school behaviour management code. 

6. If a mobile phone is brought into an exam, it will be assumed it is for the 
purpose of cheating.  The holder of the phone will be treated accordingly. 
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Music Program 
Music at Warwick East State School endeavours to meet the needs of children at every level.  
We do this through a range of programs that include: 

·  A comprehensive classroom music program 

·  A choir 

·  A Recorder band 

·  An instrumental music program including strings, brass, woodwind and 
percussion tuition 

·  Stage Band 

·  Concert Band 

All children in the school take part in the classroom music program.  Activities include singing, 
music theory, recorder, games and a range of percussion and accompaniment activities.  This 
course follows the curriculum guidelines as set out by Education Queensland, with a strong 
emphasis on the KODALY method of music education. 

The school recorder band focuses on children in Years 4 and 5 with a view to helping children 
develop skills in preparation for instrumental music.  Children’s commitment to practice and 
regular attendance is noted when selecting children for school instruments.  

At the end of each year, children who are interested in joining our string or instrumental 
program are tested and auditioned.  String students are selected from Years 3-7 and 
instrumental students from Years 5-7.  We then place the most suitable children in the string or 
instrumental program. 

Newsletter – East Echoings 
The school has a weekly newsletter called ‘East Echoings’.  The newsletter goes home on the 
first day of each week with your youngest child at this school.  If you have an important school 
notice, please have it to the office before 3.00pm Friday.  It is not always possible to include 
notices in the weekly newsletter if they are handed in after this time. 

The school newsletter is aimed at keeping you, as parents/caregivers, well informed as to what 
is happening in your child’s school.  Some educational material is often included.  Please read 
this newsletter each week to continue the good communications we have between home and 
school.  Preference is given to have the newsletter emailed to families. 

 

Parents and Citizens Association 
The Parents and Citizens Association provides important input into the decision making at our 
school. The committee actively advocates for the needs of our students. All parents/caregivers 
are encouraged to become involved by attending meetings and supporting the association’s 
activities. 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month. 
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Religious Instruction 
Students may attend Religious Instruction provided by a cooperative group of participating 
religions or a separate religious program.  Both are taught by volunteer nominated by the 
churches.  Students not participating in the Religious Instruction classes will attend values 
classes taught by East school teachers.  Parental choice is made on enrolment or on the note 
sent out at the beginning of each year. 

 

Chaplain 
Warwick East school also has the services of a Chaplain for two days each week.  Our chaplain 

·  provides spiritual support and direction to the school community. 

·  builds positive relationships with students. 

·  works closely with other staff and services to nurture and care for students 

·  assists at risk students through specialised programs 

·  works with staff and families from the wider community. 

 

Road Safety 
School Crossings  
The crossing at Fitzroy Street and Canning Street will operate as follows: 

Fitzroy Street Crossing: 8:00am – 9:00am 2:50pm – 3:20pm 

Canning Street Crossing: 8:10am – 8:40am 2:50pm – 3:20pm 

Parents/caregivers and teachers are asked to encourage their children to use the supervised 
crossings and to set a good example themselves by obeying the supervisors’ directions 
whenever they use the crossing. 

Crossing Procedures 

All pedestrians, both children and adults, are to wait on the footpath for the supervisors 
directions. 

Stop for the Stop Sign - All drivers must stop their vehicle clear of the crossing when the 
supervisor holds up the STOP sign.  VEHICLES MUST REMAIN STATIONARY UNTIL 
THE SUPERVISOR RETURNS TO THE KERB.  Failure to comply is regarded as a serious 
offence. 

Supervisors will report the registration number and details of offending vehicles.  Appropriate 
action will follow.  Parents delivering or waiting for children have NO EXCEPTION. 

Children on bicycles 
All cyclists will dismount and walk their bikes over the crossing and no bicycle will be ridden 
on the Canning Street or Fitzroy Street footpaths of the school’s boundary. 

Parking – Drop Off Zone  
A five minute drop off zone in Canning Street as a set down and pick up area is for parallel 
parking, so all drivers should remain in their car and allow the children to get in from the left 
hand side of car.  This will mean that all drivers in this zone will need to be patient and move 
up to the immediate vacant spot which will become available as those at the front of the zone 
depart. 
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As most will come into Canning Street from the south, drivers will need to go to the end of the 
newly sealed bitumen before turning into the loading zone.  This may mean that congestion will 
occur as you come from the Fitzroy corner and may necessitate parking in the vacant allotment 
on the western side of Canning Street.  It will be extremely dangerous for the children and 
drivers when congestion occurs, especially in the afternoon, so all children should be collected 
from the loading zone and must not be encouraged to go across the four lanes of Canning 
Street. 

PLEASE ASSIST OUR SUPERVISORS TO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN. 

 

Safety in Schools Legislation 
Staff at Warwick East State School want this school to be a friendly place that welcomes 
parents and visitors. However there are sometimes people who do not conduct themselves 
appropriately while on the school’s premises. 

Principals and other departmental officers have been given a range of legal powers to deal with 
these people more effectively. 

These powers assist the principal, or the person in charge of the school, to ensure the safety and 
well-being of people at the premises, the security of the premises, and the good order and 
management of the school.  The powers allow principals to direct a person to: 

·  leave the school premises and not return for 24 hours 
·  cease certain conduct and desist in that conduct for up to 30 days 
·  only access the school according to the principal’s instructions for up to 30 days. 
 

These powers are aimed at preventing or minimizing: 

·  abusive, disruptive, threatening or violent behaviour  
·  conduct that is an offence or is about to become an offence 
·  conduct that is damaging to school premises or property 
·  attendance at the school premises without a good and lawful reason. 
 

Further powers are available through the courts, including prohibiting a person from all 
Queensland schools for up to one year.  To ensure balance in applying these powers, review and 
appeal avenues are available. 

The safety of students, staff and legitimate visitors to the school premises is very important in 
making our school community an effective and safe learning environment. 

Student Council 
The Student Council operates to give students from Grades 4 – 7 opportunities to participate in 
school decisions. They also participate in special collections for appropriate non profit 
institutions and theme days where special dress is encouraged to raise funds for special projects.  
The council members gain socially and personally in trying to provide direction for the school.   
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Swimming 
All students at this school have the opportunity to participate in swimming instructions. 
Typically this occurs in Term 4.  The lessons are conducted at the Warwick Indoor Recreational 
and Aquatic Centre.   

One-piece togs are to be worn by all girls - bikinis are not allowed.  Wearing of swimming caps 
and goggles is preferred when swimming by all students.  

If your child suffers from a medical condition which prevents their participation in swimming 
lessons, please advise the classroom teacher in writing. 

Tuckshop 
The tuckshop is operated through the Parents and Citizens Association. Tuckshop will operate 
on Monday in 2009. 

Government Health & Safety Regulations do not allow our volunteers to bring young children 
with them. This is due to a danger of burns, scalds, accidents and health and hygiene concerns.  
The P&C has no choice but to abide by these regulations. 

Tuckshop is an important fundraiser for our school and also provides an appreciated service. 
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Uniform Prices 
(refer to Dress Code) 

GIRLS' UNIFORM BOYS' UNIFORM 

Summer 

Blue Polo T-Shirt, with WESS collar  

Brown wrap skirt/skort and/or brown shorts 

Socks & Sandshoes 

Summer 

Blue Polo T-Shirt, with WESS collar  

Brown shorts 

Socks  & Sandshoes 

Winter 

Navy blue tracksuit  

Uniform Spray jacket / Rugby Top 

Socks & Sandshoes 

Winter 

Navy blue tracksuit  

Uniform Spray jacket / Rugby Top 

Socks & Sandshoes 

Hats 

Same for boys and girls - either  

       legionnaire or slouch. (7cm brim) 

       Brown with school emblem 

Hats 

Same for boys and girls - either  

       legionnaire or slouch. (7cm brim) 

               Brown with school emblem 

 

UNIFORMS ARE ON SALE BETWEEN 2.45 AND 3.15 P.M. 

EVERY TUESDAY IN THE UNIFORM ROOM. 

Item  Sizes  Price 

Polo T-Shirts Sizes 4 – 16 $25.00 each 

Polo T-Shirts Sizes 18+ $28.00 each 

Brown Skorts From size 4 $19.00 each 

Brown Shorts - Unisex From size 4 $10.00 each 

Slouch Hats - Brown 53, 55, 57, & 59 cm $11.00 each 

Spray Jackets by order only.  4 – 16 Y $27.00 each 

Spray Jackets by order only.  14S – 24 3XL $33.00 each 

Rugby Tops Sizes 4 – 16 $27.00 each 

Rugby Tops Sizes 18+ $30.00 each 

Staff, Student Teachers and Parents/Caregivers on S chool Activities 
The Sun Smart policy encourages staff and community members to act as role models to our 
students and display Sun Smart dress. Staff members on playground duty and on outdoor activities 
are expected to wear a hat and suitable clothing. 
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Theme Days 
Throughout the year the school will stage dress up days where the students are encouraged to come 
dressed in a certain theme. The above code must be adhered to as closely as possible when choosing 
attire for these days. 

 

Use of Grounds 
To use the school grounds or facilities outside school hours, students, community groups and adults 
must obtain permission from the Principal.  It is necessary for these groups to have their own 
liability insurance. Application forms for use of school grounds are available from the school office. 

 

Visitors 
All visitors to the school must report to the administration office and sign the visitors’ book before 
going to other buildings within the school grounds. This is essential for safety and audit purposes. 

 

Homework Policy 
Homework appropriate to particular phases of learning 

The following is to operate as a guide in determining the amount of set homework that students 
might be expected to undertake.  It is of course open to parents to consult with a student’s teacher 
about additional materials or practice exercises with which parents can assist their children at home. 

 

In the Early Phase of Learning (Prep to Year 3) many activities at home or in play can assist 
children to develop literacy, numeracy and problem-solving skills. 

Homework tasks may include: 

·  Daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or other family members 

·  Linking concepts with familiar activities such as shopping, preparation of food, local 
environment and family outings. 

·  Conversations about what is happening at school 

·  Preparation for oral presentations 

·  Opportunities to write for meaningful purposes. 
 

In the Prep Year, generally students will not be set homework. 

In Years 1, 2 and 3, set homework could be up to but generally not more than 1 hour per week. 
 

In the Middle Phase (Year 4 to Year 9) some homework can be completed daily or over a weekly or 
fortnightly period and may: 

·  Include daily independent reading 

·  Be coordinated across different subject areas 

·  Include extension of class work, projects and research 
 

Homework in Year 4 and Year 5 could be up to but generally not more than 2-3 hours per week. 

Homework in Year 6 and Year 7 could be up to but generally not more than 3-4 hours per week. 


